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IN THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-11 (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) An electronic device for 

performing a-e — -least enea function, said electronic device 

comprising : 

a register having a region for storing a current 
consumption value indicating a current that is to be drawn by 
said electronic device from a main unit during execution of the 
at least one function^— and 

an interface configured for electrical connection to 
the main unit for outputting the current consumption value from 
said register for delivery to the main unit_^_ and for 

said register including a further region for storing 
permission information received from the main unit, the 
permission information indicating whether said electronic device 
is allowed to receive a driving current based on whether the 
current consumption value does not exceed a maximum driving 
current, and a still further region for storing function 
enablement information indicating whether the function is 
enabled or disabled, the function enablement information being 
set by said electronic device based on the permission 
information; 

said interface receiving a — the driving current from 
the main unit based on the current consumption value from — tfee 
main — unit — when the function enablement information indicates 
that the function is enabled current — consumption — value — docs — Ftet 
exceed a maximum driving current — for the main unit . 

13. (cancelled) 

14 . ( cancelled) 

15. (currently amended) An electronic device 
according to Claim 4-412, wherein said interface outputs the 
function enablement information from said register for delivery 



2 



Application No.: 09/862,549 



Docket No.: SONYJP 3.0-172 



to the main unit prior to receiving the driving current from the 
main unit . 

16. (currently amended) An electronic device for 
performing a f unct ion according to Claim 12 , wherein comprising: 

a register having a region for storing a current 
consumption value indicating a current that is to be drawn by 
said electronic device from a main unit during execution of the 
function; and 

an interface configured for electrical connection to 
the main unit for outputting the current consumption value from 
said register for delivery to the main unit and for receiving a 
driving current based on the current consumption value from the 
main unit when the current consumption value does not exceed a 
maximum driving current for the main unit, said interface 
including includcG a plurality of contacts for establishing the 
electrical connection with the main unit, one of said plurality 
of contacts being used only when the — least — ene — function is 
executed, said one contact being maintained at a high impedance 
until the at least one function is enabled. 

17. (currently amended) An electronic device for 
performing a f unct ion according to Claim 12 , further comprisingj_ 

a memory for storing a version number^- wherein said 
an interface configured for electrical connection to a 
main unit for outputtincj-& the version number from said memory 
for delivery to the main unit when said electronic device is 
connected to the main unit and for receiv ing ee tfee — a current 
consumption value from the main unit , the current consumption 
value being based on the version number and indicating a current 
that is to be drawn by said electronic device from the main unit 
during execution of the function; and 

a register having a region for storing the current 
consumption value ; 
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said interface outputting the current consumption 
value from said register for delivery to the main unit and 
receiving a driving current from the main unit based on the 
current consumption value when the current consumption value 
does not exceed a maximum driving current for the main unit . 

18. (currently amended) A unit configured for 
connection to an electronic device, oaid unit comprising: 

a first reader for reading a current consumption value 
from a register in the electronic device, the current 
consumption value indicating a current that is to be drawn by 
the electronic device from a supply unit of said unit during 
execution of at leapt one a function of the electronic device; 

a writing unit for writing permission information in a 
register of the electronic device, the permission information 
indicating whether a driving current is allowed to be supplied 
to the electronic device based on whether the current 
consumption value does not exceed a maximum driving current; and 

a second reader for reading enablement information 
from the register of the electronic device, the enablement 
information indicating whether the function is enabled or 
disabled; 

said supply unit for supplying a— the driving current 
to the electronic device based on the current consumption value 

^© the electronic device when the enablement information 

indicates that the function is enabled currcnt — consumption value 
does not exceed a maximum driving current . 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (currently amended) A unit configured for 
connection to an electronic device according to Claim 18 , further 
comprising^. 

a writing unit for writing t-he — a current consumption 

value in 4^fee — a register of the electronic device based on a 
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version number received from the electronic device when the 
electronic device is connected , the current consumption value 
indicating a driving current that is to be drawn by the 
electronic device from a supply unit of said writing unit during 
execution of a function of the electronic device; and 

a first reader for reading the current consumption 
value from the register in the electronic device; 

said supply unit supplying the driving current to the 
electronic device based on the current consumption value when 
the current consumption value does not exceed a maximum driving 
current . 

22. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 
a main unit; and 

an electronic device for performing at least — errea 

function, said electronic device including : 

a register having a region for storing a current 
consumption value indicating a current that is to be drawn by 
said electronic device from said main unit during execution of 
the at least one function, and 

an interface configured for connection to the — said 
main unit for outputting the current consumption value from said 
register for delivery to said main unit; 

said main unit including: 

a first reader for reading the current consumption 
value from said register, and 

a writing unit for writing permission information in 
said register of said electronic device, the permission 
information indicating whether a driving current is allowed to 
be supplied to said electronic device based on whether the 
current consumption value does not exceed a maximum driving 
current ; 

said register of said electronic device including a 
further region for storing the permission information and a 
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still further region for storing enablement information 
indicative of whether the function is enabled or disabled, the 
enablement information being set by said electronic device based 
on the permission information; 

said main unit including a second reader for reading 
the enablement information from said still further region of 
said register, and 

a supply unit for supplying -a— the driving current to 
said electronic device based on the current consumption value -tre 
said electronic device when the enablement information indicates 
that the function is enabled currcnt — consumption — value — docs — ftet 
exceed a maximum driving current for said main unit . 

23. (cancelled) 

24. (cancelled) 

25. (currently amended) A system — according — fee — Claim 
2-2-, wherein said electronic device includes comprising: 

a main unit; and 

an electronic device for performing a function, said 
electronic device including: 

a memory for storing a version number, and 

an oa id — interface configured for connection to said 
main unit for outputting-e the version number from said memory 
for delivery to said main unit when said electronic device is 
connected to said main unit; and 

said main unit includ ing e-s- : 

a writing unit for writing the — a current consumption 

value in said — a_region of said — a register of said electronic 

device based on the version number , the current consumption 

value indicating a current that is to be drawn by said 

electronic device from said main unit during execution of the 
function ; 
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a first reader for reading the current consumption 
value from said register, and 

a supply unit for supplying a driving current to said 
electronic device based on the current consumption value when 
the current consumption value does not exceed a maximum driving 
current for said main unit . 

26. (previously presented) An electronic device 
according to claim 12, wherein the current consumption value 
stored by said register indicates the current that is to be 
drawn by said electronic device from the main unit during 
execution of a plurality of functions, and when the current 
consumption value exceeds the maximum driving current, said 
interface receives a driving current that is smaller than the 
requested current for carrying out only some of the plurality of 
functions . 

27. (previously presented) A unit according to 
claim 18, wherein the current consumption value read by said 
first reader indicates the current that is to be drawn by the 
electronic device from said supply unit during execution of a 
plurality of functions, and when the current consumption value 
exceeds the maximum driving current, said supply unit supplies 
the electronic device with a driving current that is smaller 
than the requested current for carrying out only some of the 
plurality of functions. 

28. (previously presented) A system according to 
claim 22, wherein the current consumption value read by said 
register of said electronic device indicates the current that is 
to be drawn by said electronic device from said main unit during 
execution of a plurality of functions, and when the current 
consumption value exceeds the maximum" driving current, said 
supply unit of said main unit supplies said electronic device 
with a driving current that is smaller than the requested 
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current for carrying out only some of the plurality of 
functions . 
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